[On the pharmacological treatment of acute spasmodic laryngitis (Pseudo-Croup) (author's transl)].
Three aspects of the pharmacological treatment of pseudo-croup are discussed in this article. Sedatives should be given only when close clinical supervision is guaranteed. Otherwise the apparent drowsiness observed in patients passing from stage III to stage IV of the disease may be masked or misinterpreted due to these sedatives. Emetics used occasionally in the USA, and also frequently administered in Europe to the turn of the present century, are no longer used for treatment in Germany. There are no controlled studies showing their effectiveness. In contrast to the common practice in Germany, glucocorticosteroids are less frequently used in the USA. Theoretical considerations suggest their usefulness, but to data there is still no convincing proof of their clinical effectiveness.